Nota Bene, October 23, 2001 by unknown
George Washington University Law School 
Scholarly Commons 
Nota Bene, 2001 Nota Bene, 2000s 
10-23-2001 
Nota Bene, October 23, 2001 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/nota_bene_2001 
Recommended Citation 
George Washington University Law School, 10 Nota Bene 5 (2001) 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Nota Bene, 2000s at Scholarly Commons. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Nota Bene, 2001 by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more 
information, please contact spagel@law.gwu.edu. 
NOTA BENE 
Tuesday, October 23, 2001 
The George Washington Post 
Vol. 10, No. 5 
Faculty Reacts to New Grade Release Dates 
BY SAM SCH NEIDER 
Staff Writer 
While the Student Bar Association 
may be pleased with their proposal to re­
duce the number of days that professors 
have to turn in first year grades, some fac­
ulty members are not pleased by the 
changes. At last Tuesday's SB A meeting, a 
resolution was passed to require first year 
grades to be released to the 1L students on 
the Friday of the fifth week after the fall 
finals period concludes. At the meeting, 
sponsors of the resolution said that the ad­
ministration would be willing to implement 
the terms of the resolution. 
"I am of two minds," stated Profes­
sor Jack Friedenthal. "I think its good to 
get the grades in just as soon as possible.... 
[But] I am concerned. It's very hard. We 
have a class of 95 [students]. If you're go­
ing to read 95 essays, it takes time. I tiy to 
get at them early, but you try to be careful 
so you can do a decent job." Professor Rob­
ert Cottrol also foreshadowed a dilemma 
resulting from the new deadline stating that 
a "potential problem" existed for professors 
whose tests are given towards the end of 
the finals period. The new date, he said, 
means a difference of two weeks. "The 
people who give the exams on the 18th of 
December are going to be in a more diffi­
cult position," he explained. 
Cottrol added that he felt it might be 
unreasonable to require professors who 
teach two large sections to finish at the same 
time as professors who teach substantially 
smaller classes. "It takes a bit of time," 
Cottrol said, citing to his own grading pace. 
Indeed, one professor who has two large 
classes said he was worried about an in­
creased pace. "Most students do not real­
ize how many days it takes," said Professor 
Gregory Maggs. With two sections of Con­
tracts I exams to grade, Maggs said, "That's 
a ton of grading.... If I am going to grade 
the exams, I might as well do a good job at 
it." 
Under the rules that were in place in 
previous semesters, professors were re­
quired to grade eight exams per day start­
ing on the day after the last day of the final 
exam period. Maggs hinted that he would 
be willing to increase the pace to ten ex­
ams per day as an absolute maximum. 
Friedenthal said he worried that an earlier 
grade release day would lead to changes in 
how exams are given. "I worry it will force 
faculty to give short answer exams. I do 
not like short answer exams because I do 
not think they are accurate ... [With an 
essay], I can see how the mind is working 
when I grade the exam," he said. 
Friedenthal said he understood the 
concerns of the first year students who have 
to wait until February to receive their 
grades. He noted that when he went to law 
school, exams were given in the spring only, 
and grades were not available until August. 
"I understand that mindset," he said. "I 
just do not think it is worth it to push the 
faculty beyond a fair time." 
Maggs also said that an earlier grade 
deadline might mean that the professors are 
able to do nothing else but grade exams for 
weeks at a time. "Do you want to go to a 
law school where instead of doing other 
things, all the professors are doing is grad­
ing exams?" he asked. Maggs noted that 
the research, writing, and committees that 
professors fill their time with all serve to 
benefit the law school and the students. 
"Grades are arbitrary," Friedenthal 
said. "They are subjective. And because 
they are all subjective, they require people 
to think about them and tiy and be fair." 
That thinking, he said, takes considerable 
time. 
SoHo Cafe to 
Relocate 
GW Law Celebrates National 
Coming Out Day 
BY BRANDON MOSS 
Staff Writer 
"Would you like a sticker?" On Thursday, October 
11, 2001, GWlaw students passing through the Burns Al­
cove were greeted by fellow students offering them both 
candy and stickers. It was National Coming Out Day -
one of several events part of National Coming Out Week. 
Other events included the AIDS Walk on Saturday, Octo­
ber 5th, and the GAYLAW Mentor-Mcntee Kick-Off So­
cial. 
According to Kenny Wright, a 2L and co-president 
of Lambda Law, National Coming Out Week is "more of a 
celebration" than having to worry about a lack of accep­
tance. Lambda Law, which boasts thirty to forty members, 
includes those who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transsexual 
(GLBT) and other individuals who are sympathetic with 
their cause. 
Many students, both heterosexual and homosexual, 
could be found roaming the halls of the law school, adorn­
ing either a rainbow sticker or an upside-down pink tri­
angle. Wright said that many of those passing by the table 
were taking stickers, even if they were not solicited to wear 
stickers. Mandy Eastwick, a 1L, who is straight and mar­
ried, was wearing the upside-down pink triangle, and didn't 
"care if anyone [thought] she was a lesbian." According 
to Wright, the rainbow "shows the diversity of the gay rights 
movement and that gays should be associated with their 
diversity." 
The upside-down pink triangle originates from the 
Holocaust, and was adopted as a symbol for gay rights and 
the fight against AIDS. National Coming Out Day is a 
day when "people are encouraged to come out to friends 
and family, and a chance to be visibly noticed," according 
to Wright. Rob Lindley, a 2L, did not reveal his sexual 
orientation on National Coming Out Day, but was influ­
enced to do so three weeks later in 1991. Lindley was 
impressed by the fact that people were, "willing to come 
See COMING OUT page 3 
So How Safe is our Money Now? 
Professors Talk About Global Finance in the Wake of 
September 11 
BY PAUL MEISSNER 
Staff Writer 
On October 17, the law school held a panel discus­
sion entitled, "The International Finar~"l Implications of 
Terrorism" to answer questions as to the ondition of the 
financial markets and the global economy after the terror­
ist attacks. Though seeming like an esoteric topic only 
idiosyncratic to the international financial community, the 
panel discussion offered much insight on present condi­
tions and future financial stability. 
Cynthia Lichtenstein is a legal expert who has writ­
ten multiple works on these financial subjects. The Fed­
eral Reserve and various other decision-makers have con­
sulted her writings. A guest on the panel discussion, 
Lichtenstein began by discussing that usually the central 
banks (i.e. the Federal Reserve and its counterparts around 
the world) do not cooperate and keep their information 
and actions confidential from each other and the public. 
However, she remarked that the "only ray of success on 
September 11th is that the central banking systems coop­
erated to keep from world collapse." 
She opined that the banking and investment systems 
depend on the use of wire transfers. Eighty percent of 
business transactions use wire transfers as opposed to old-
fashioned cash or checks. These business transactions are 
used for everything from buying and selling supplies and 
goods to foreign investment. The use of wire transfers 
depends on the confidence of the parties at each end. With 
the loss of the World Trade Center, parties involved in these 
transactions could have become uneasy and stop their trad­
ing and investing. To curb such uneasiness, the Federal 
Reserve dropped interest rates when the markets reopened, 
and central banks increased the money stock. This was an 
attempt to keep confidence high (or at least higher) and to 
increase liquidity to make sure cash needs at both ends are 
See ECONOMY page 3 
BY TASHIBA MONIQUE JONES 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Soho Cafe Market is to law students what the 
Marvin Center is to undergraduate students - a quasi-caf-
eteria of sorts. But as of November 2, 2001, the corner of 
20th and Pennsylvania will no longer be the home for Soho 
Cafe Market. Accordingly, law students will have to find 
another source for their daytime hunger. 
Opened in May of 1995, Soho has experienced a great 
deal of success in its current location, catering to G W stu­
dents and employees in the nearby community. With its 
wide array of food ranging from breakfast muffins, fruit 
and cold salads to hot and spicy Chinese cuisine, soup and 
sandwiches, Soho has provided something for everyone. 
The buffet-style restaurant is often crowded with booming 
business from noon to 1:30pm any day of the workweek, 
with customers eating inside or opting to sit at outside tables 
when weather permits. 
Chong So, owner of Soho Cafe Market, explains that 
the Pepco Building, in which Soho is located, is being sold 
to the International Monetary Fund (IMF). As its website 
states, the IMF is an international organization of 183 
member countries, established to promote international 
monetary cooperation, exchange stability, and orderly ex­
change arrangements; to foster economic growth and high 
levels of employment; and to provide temporary financial 
assistance to countries to help ease balance of payments 
adjustment. The IMF Center, housed nearby at 720 19th 
Street, is the venue for economic forums and briefings by 
See SOHO page 7 
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OPINIONS 
There's More to Nota 
Bene than a Crossword 
Okay, you think we don't know, but we do. We hear the vicious whispers 
in the hallway. We read what you write about us on the bathroom walls. And 
we can't help but be hurt when you snub us and walk the other way when you 
see us coming. Constantly, you knock us down, but like an abused lover, we 
keep coming back for more. 
We, the editors of Nota Bene have tried our damnedest to make you all 
happy. You say we suck because we aren't newsworthy. We 
respond by covering breaking news stories such as class 
cancellations and missing glass windows from the new doors. 
Then, you say our Opinions page isn't worth the paper it's 
printed on. That may be true, but still, we strive to be the 
most accessible forum for students to speak their minds on 
the important issues facing the GW law community. Who 
else will dig deep in the trenches to deal with the tough is­
sues like dirty microwaves and the quality of Thursday bar 
reviews? And if all else fails, we put a lot of time, effort, 
and energy into a diverse and enjoyable Features section. 
We don't know about you, but we look forward to reading 
the important information from the library. 
After all this, GW students still don't want to give us 
quotes for stories, submit editorials, or even come to a meet­
ing to get free pizza and soda (That hurts most of all be­
cause GW students never turn down free food). All we ask 
is for you to give us a chance. Don't pick up the paper just 
to do the crossword during class. Rather, read the articles -
yes, all of them. Okay, only the good ones. But, just give us 
a chance. 
Despite all the cruel jokes and cheap shots you take at 
Nota Bene, what would you all do without us? Read the 
Hatchet? Okay, so you already read the Hatchet, but their 
crosswords are much harder than ours. Putting all jokes 
aside, the Nota Bene is really the only and most accessible 
forum for law students to speak their minds without outside 
interference. If the Nota Bene sucks, then it sucks because 
we, as law students, have failed. If you want to make changes, 
come aboard the team and make changes from within and 
stop pointing the finger at us. Like any other student organi­
zation, it looks good on a resume and it gives you a chance 
to meet all kinds of people at the law school. If the law 
school thing fails, you'll have a lucrative and successful career in journalism 
to fall back on (lucrative, yeah right). Perhaps, the most important perk about 
writing for Nota Bene is that you get paid for writing articles. 
The main thing to take from this is that we shed sweat, blood, and tears 
for you. Take a minute and give us a quote for a news article. If something 
pisses you off about the law school, take 15 minutes and write an editorial 
about it. And as for the library submission, it's not that long this week. Go 
ahead and read it. 
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There's Anthrax on my 
book! 
BY ANGEI JA WADE 
Opinion Editor 
"Professor, I didn't read because I 
think there's anthrax on my book." With 
all the media surrounding the recent an­
thrax cases, more than ever people are 
paranoid about coming into contact with 
a substance they know so little about. I 
don't purport to be the expert on anthrax 
and the deadliness associated with it, but 
here is what I have to say: 
Public Health officials are being 
overrun with calls from 
people claiming that 
some object or artifice 
in their house, office, or 
car, is laced with an­
thrax. Now, this is not 
to say that they are 
wrong or making a 
mountain out of a mole-
hill, but let's take a look 
at the facts. First, an­
thrax has been found on 
mail at a newspaper in 
Florida. Second, the 
deadly substance has 
not only affected mem­
bers of Tom Brokaw's 
team and others in the 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
offices at NBC, but it 
was discovered on mail there as well. 
Third, Senator Tom Daschle's staff was 
also the unfortunate recipient of mail 
laced with anthrax. Finally, just recently, 
someone who planted the substance in a 
letter victimized individuals at CBS. 
With this in mind, it appears (and 
note that I say it only "appears") that 
the targets of these anthrax attacks are 
media outlets and those in positions of 
power. After September 11, we know 
that the terrorists are not above using us 
"ordinary citizens" as pawns in their 
deadly games, but right now is not the 
time to panic and start phoning the au­
thorities because there's a powdery sub­
stance on your vanity table. Consider 
first that maybe you have Johnson and 
Johnson's baby powder sitting up there. 
My concern is that we are so scared at 
this moment, and while in many instances 
we have a right to be, we are putting more 
of a strain on our public health services 
than they can bear. I 
say heed the warnings 
that the authorities 
have given to the me­
dia and don't panic. 
The last thing we need 
to do is disrupt our 
lives more than they 
have already has been 
disrupted. The media 
is pounding away at 
this subject and I be­
lieve that their cover­
age has only exacer­
bated the situation. 
They report that there 
is a shortage of vac­
cines, or that there is a 
rise in hospital visits, 
but I think they have 
stopped informing us. Rather they are 
frightening the public. Check your mail 
according to the specifications laid out 
by the United States Postal Service and 
be done with it. There is probably no 
anthrax on your dresser, in your locker 
or on your books. So for those of you 
who may want to use that as an excuse 
not to read, I don't think so! 
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NEWS 
...411... 
NEWS FROM THE GW COMMUNITY 
"Discussion on Civil Liberties " 
On October 15th, there was a discussion on civil liberties and public safety in 
response to the September 11® terrorist attacks. The panel consisted of Amitai 
Etzioni, Director of GW's Institute for Communitarian Policy Studies, Arthur 
Spitzer, Legal Director of the American Civil Liberties Union, National Capital 
Area, Mary Cheh, Professor of Law, and Elyce Zenoff, Research Professor of Law. 
The panel discussion was well attended and the discussion was educational. 
"You scream, I scream, we all scream for ice cream" 
On October 10th students were treated to an opportunity to meet with Dean Johnson. 
Students were also treated to free ice cream courtesy of the law school. Students 
came from all corners of the law school to partake in the "ice cream social." By 
5:45PM the garbage cans were full with remnants of an opportunity for students to 
get their first face-to-face meeting with the newest Dean. 
"Last Call for Alcohol" 
On October 11th, the SBA, in combination with Barbri, held the last episode of 
"Thirsty Thursdays" for the semester. For those students looking for free alcohol, 
you will have to wait until the spring semester. 
"Negotiation Competition " 
In a yearly ritual, the ADR Board competition took place last weekend at the law 
school. The respective winners of the competition will be invited to become full-
fledged members of the ADR Board. For those who have not been selected, 
though, there will be more opportunities for students to secure positions of prestige 
at the law school. The journal competition and the moot court competition will take 
place in the spring semester. 
"Library Gate " 
Over the past few weeks, the back-door entrance to the library has been out of order. 
Instead of using the gate to proceed in and out of the library, students have instead 
displayed their identification to security before entering the library. The situation 
has caused some level of confusion among students, but no increased congestion has 
transpired due to this problem. 
"Where are the windows? " 
As reported in last issue's 411, the law school has installed new doors for the 
hallways and classrooms. Many of the doors, however, currently are without glass 
windows. The glass will arrive; the question is when? 
GW's Health Services 
The SBA Beat 
BY SAM S CHNEIDER 
Staff Writer 
Pursuant to a resolution passed at last 
Tuesday's Student Bar Association (SBA) 
meeting, the Law School administration 
will require professors to have grades for 
lLs ready for release on the Friday of the 
fifth week following the end of the fall exam 
period. The resolution passed unanimously. 
In accordance with the previous rules, 
all 1L students have received their fall 
grades during the first week in February. 
De Famuyiwa, a 2L Day representative and 
the sponsor of the resolution, told the SBA t 
that this system was put in place by the SBA 
and the administration four years ago, re­
placing an earlier system in which 1L stu­
dents would receive their grades class by 
class as each professor finished grading the 
exams. "They didn't think it was helpful 
to have the lLs go through that," Famuyiwa 
told the SBA. 
The need for the new date, the reso­
lution states, is that "First year students at 
The George Washington University Law 
School are at a disadvantage in their job 
search because of earlier grade release dates 
at other comparable law schools." Accord­
ing to Famuyiwa, there are assurances from 
the administration that the law school will 
follow the terms of the resolution. 
In other business, the SBA heard a 
report from the Academic Integrity Com­
mittee concerning an effort by some fac­
ulty members to redefine the issue of pla­
giarism. According to the representative 
issuing the report, the redefinition of pla­
giarism would remove the words "intention­
ally or knowingly" and add "recklessly and 
negligently." As a result, a student accused 
of plagiarism would not be able to claim 
that he was unaware that he was commit­
ting plagiarism, and thus be acquitted of 
the offense. 
The committee is also considering 
empowering the Dean of the law school to 
place a letter of reprimand in a student's 
file, which could be expunged after a pe­
riod of time. Currently, all letters of repri­
mand become a permanent part of a 
student's record. 
Also, the SBA announced that the 
annual Halloween Party would be held on 
Friday, October 26. Tickets, at $10 each, 
will be sold during the week of October 22. 
The ticket will cover a two-hour open bar. 
SBA President Philip Takatakran estimated 
that over 500 law students attended last 
year's party. 
A treasurer's report was also issued 
indicating that the locker sales held earlier 
this semester generated $ 14,290. The SBA 
will hold its next meeting on October 30. 
BY MARK HERSHFIED 
News Editor 
It is located on the corner of 22nd 
Street and I street, but not all students know 
it is there. According to the Health Service's 
annual report, 1,422 law students fre­
quented the center over the last fiscal year. 
Of all the students who have visited the 
health center, 37.2 % are walk-ins. While 
the Student Health Service's website en­
courages students to "please call to sched­
ule an appointment," the center is definitely 
available for emergency visits. According 
to Isabel Goldenberg, the Medical Director 
of the Student Health Services, "people can 
always walk-in when they have emergen­
cies." 
All law students have access to health 
services regardless of their insurance plan. 
The University offers coverage to students 
through the Chickering health plan, but 
individuals covered under the health plan 
have accounted for only 23 % of the visits 
to the health center in the last fiscal year. 
Law students, however, make up a greater 
percentage of those covered by the GW In­
surance plan, because "graduate students 
are not co vered under their parent's plan 
and they have less options ... their choices 
are limited," said Goldenberg. 
Law students tend to frequent the 
health center during the entire year, but 
especially during exams and during the 
moot court competition. Goldenberg ex­
plained the student pattern by pointing out 
that "stress accounts for a lot of the visits." 
She listed headaches and infections as fre­
quent complaints during that period. She 
maintained that, "The competitive atmo­
sphere leads to health problems." 
This past year, the Student Health 
Services for the first time has implemented 
a co-payment procedure with a base charge 
of $12 per visit (if you are not covered un­
der the GW Insurance plan). This new in­
novation may be a result of the current re­
gime, under which there is no direct stu­
dent health fee at the University; the bud­
get for Student Health Services is provided 
by the University's general fund. This con­
trasts with other schools, where according 
to Goldenberg student health fees "run be­
tween $50 and $200." Goldenberg pointed 
out that creating a student health fee would 
be, "a financial burden on all students." 
With the current system she contrasted, 
"students who use it pay for it." The new 
student fee has received a general warm 
reaction from the student population at the 
University. Goldenberg defends the fee by 
pointing out that, "The co-payment helps 
us to produce our own income to respond 
to all student needs... including lower costs 
for medicine and some lab work." 
Law students have a mixed view of 
the quality of Student Health Services. Jus­
tin Wilcox, a 2nd year law student, described 
the services as "fine." He said that, "I called 
See HEALTH page 5 
ECONOMY FROM PAGE 1 
met. With all of these considerations, she 
concluded that there has been "superbly 
managed capitalism as a result of Septem­
ber 11th." 
Kara Tan Bhala, an expert in finance, 
was a portfolio manager with a concentra­
tion on the Pacific Rim. During the dis­
cussion, she explained that terrorism has 
had an effect on four key elements of the 
global economy. First, are macroeconomic 
factors, which include the economy as a 
whole and aggregate demand. Second, are 
what she calls "micro-fundamentals" in­
cluding corporate earnings and other con­
siderations affecting a particular entity. 
Third, is the public sentiment or the public's 
emotions that control their decisions as a 
result of the tragedy. Each of these factors 
affects the final element, the government's 
policy. 
The government's policy has been to 
deal with the macroeconomic factors and 
the negative sentiment by inc reasing con­
sumer confidence. The increase in airline 
security, the bailout of the airlines, and the 
drop in interest rates are all m eant to in­
crease confidence and consumption. In 
addition, these affirmative acts are intended 
to decrease uncertainty and keep the mar­
kets going. The worst emotions that an 
investor can have according to Bhala are 
"uncertainty" and "fear." She expressed her 
hope that these government actions "will 
continue to help the global economy and 
dispel investor fears of financial collapse." 
Bhala concluded by s tating that this 
tragedy has ironically hurt the poorest na­
tions the most. According to her, "poorer 
nations depend on economic stimulus from 
the developed world." With the tragedy, 
consumer confidence and foreign invest­
ment have potentially caused poorer coun­
tries to lose valuable and much needed sup­
port from abroad. She is hopeful that in­
vestment in the developing world will com­
mence once again when the developed 
world recovers from the tragedy. 
COMING OUT FROM PAGE 1 
out. 
The AIDS Walk i s an annual event 
held in DC, with the $15 entrance fee and 
all other proceeds going to benefit the 
Whitman-Walker Clinic and its research on 
AIDS. DC has the highest per capita rate 
of AIDS in the US, which many have added, 
underscores the need for AIDS research in 
the area. Slightly fewer then ten law stu­
dents were in attendance at the AIDS walk. 
Finally, the GAYLAW men tor pro­
gram provides an opportunity for GLBT 
students to receive support from the DC 
legal community. Lindley is a participant 
in the program, and lus mentor is an openly 
gay attorney for the District of Columbia 
Bar Association. To become involved, all 
one needs to do is sign up, and it provides 
an opportunity for a first-year law student 
to become friends with a member of the 
GLBT community. 
In the minds of several students, the 
pervasiveness of students clad in stickers 
is reflective of the law school community's 
acceptance of homosexuality, and diversity 
in general. Bonnie Miluso, a 1L and a les­
bian, pointed out that she has not met any­
one in the law school who has had a prob­
lem with her sexuality. Hilton Marcus, a 
gay 1L, feels that the law school is "as sup­
portive as his college was (to members of 
the homosexual community)." 
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ONE (HEL)L 
BY ERIK BAPT IST 
Stuff Writer 
For the five of you who actually read 
my articles, I know you were wondering 
why I did not write for the last edition of 
Nota Bene. Let me tell you the story. 
It all happened a few weeks ago when 
I almost checked into the hospital. No, not 
for anthrax, but for appendicitis. I had this 
terrible pain in my right side, and I was 
feeling very nauseous. I considered my 
options: check into the hospital and wait 
15 hours to see a nurse or deal with the 
pain and hope that my appendix will have 
second thoughts about exploding inside my 
body. 
The decision was rather easy. Be­
tween reading Glannon's study guides, us­
ing my Legal Lines, doing my assignments, 
and checking out the undergrads in the 
Marvin Center. I knew that I did not have 
the time to make any other choice than to 
tough it out and risk puking in class as I 
listened to the really fun aspects of Civil 
Procedure (i.e., pendent jurisdiction, ancil­
lary jurisdiction, Justice Brennan's very 
long and exciting dissents, etc...). 
It turned out not to be appendicitis, 
and by the time the pain had subsided, I 
had figured out what had caused my illness. 
Earlier that week, I had what you call a "bug 
problem." And I'm not just talking about 
any old bug; I'm talking about roaches. I 
had never seen these three-inch beasts un­
til I moved to DC. Even though I knew 
there were many working on Capitol Hill, 
I did not think they would stray as far as 
Arlington (where 1 live). 
On that fateful Sunday night, I had 
started to write my predictive memo. It was 
to be a long night, since the memo was due 
that Monday afternoon. Around 3.00 AM, 
I heard a noise coming from my kitchen. 
Not knowing what it could be, I walked si­
lently towards the danger. 
As I entered the kitchen, I came face-
to-face with the perpetrator - a larger-than-
life roach. It was in my sink. And let me 
tell something about roaches: they don't 
crawl and they don't fly. They jump. Ac­
tually, it's more like they're hopping 
around. Either way, it hopped at me as I 
looked over at it in my sink. Being the brave 
man that 1 w as, I ran to my bedroom, 
jumped on top of my bed, and cried like a 
schoolgirl. 
I soon realized that since I only live 
in a studio apartment, my bed is only two 
feet away from my kitchen. I had to act, 
there was no other choice. Then, I remem­
bered that I h ad just bought a can of Raid 
for a situation like this. So I grabbed the 
bottle, put on my boots, and painted my face 
-1 was ready for war. 
I crept into my kitchen and then 
waited for the right opportunity. And then 
at the right moment, I jumped up at the bug, 
screamed like a banshee, and ran back into 
the other room. At this point, I questioned 
my manhood. I nee ded to go in there, kill 
that monster, and finish my predictive 
memo. 
It was nearing 4.00 AM and I had 
only two pages written of what would be a 
seven-page paper. That's when I decided it 
would have to be a do-or-die situation: I 
would go into the kitchen, face the enemy, 
and accept the outcome. 
So I ran into the kitchen, saw the bug, 
and finally mustered enough courage to 
spray it. And spray it. And spray it some 
more. At that time, a funny feeling came 
over me. I actually wanted to stay and watch 
the bug suffer and die. It was a vindictive 
moment for me. 
(By the way, have you ever seen what 
Raid actually does to a bug? I'm not going 
lie, it was not a pretty sight. The bug basi­
cally started to lose body parts. First a wing, 
then a leg, next an antenna, and finally it 
keeled over and died.) 
After this fifteen-minute ordeal, I re­
turned to my work and considered myself a 
new man. However, later that week I be­
came ill. Somehow, I did not put all the 
pieces together and realize that I might have 
become sick. You see, on the Raid bottle 
there is a little warning that cautions its 
users not to inhale, touch, or consume it. I 
did all three. It also said not to remain in 
the sprayed room. I did that as well. 
But I couldn't really tell anybody 
about it because the bottle also stated that 
it is illegal to use the spray in any matter 
inconsistent with the directions. I w asn't 
about to go to jail for killing a roach. For­
get that. I decided to put the whole inci­
dent out of my mind, making me overlook 
the possibility that my bug spray might have 
caused the illness, which was not an ap­
parent case of appendicitis. 
As a result of this experience, I've 
come to realize something about myself: I 
may be a law student, but I'm also an idiot. 
I also have a new level of respect for all 
those exterminators who put it all on the 
line when they go in and get those beasts -
sometimes referred to as "roaches." 
GOVERNMENT CAREER FAIR 
Hosted by the Federal Career Services Division 
of the Federal Bar Association 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2001 
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
MARRIOTT WARDMAN HOTEL 
2600 WOODLEY PARK ROAD 
N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Near the Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan 
Metro Stop, Red Line 
Gain information on jobs,  internships,  and honors programs with 
spring deadlines!  Engage in one-on-one conversat ion with 
representat ives from the Department of  Justice,  the Armed Forces,  
the D C. Corporat ion Counsel ,  and other  government agencies 
interested in employing you! Contact  Meridi th Akins at  the Federal  
Bar Associat ion (202) 785-1614 or  e-mail  makins@fedbar.org for  
more information.  
20 Questions 
By A NGELM W*DE 
1. Why do people Stil l  leave out of the bathroom withou t 
washing their hands? 
2.  If  cars had no windshield wipe rs,  where wou ld meter read­
ers place the ticket? 
3/  Do you think the undergrads hate us as much as we dislike 
them? 
.  Who hasn't le arned b y now to turn off  your phone when i n 
$lass? 
5.  Wouldn't it  be great to see our professors on the Weakest 
Link? 
6.  Do my fee t smell? 
7. Are there actually phonetic records in the Records Of­
fice? 
8.  Why is it  that the metro train is  always "approaching" for 
five minutes? 
9.  Why don't the phones in the computer la b dial outside of 
the library? 
10. So,  how m any ice cream cones have YOU bo ught from the 
new B en & Jerry's in the Marvin Center? 
11. Where are the glass windows on the doors to the class­
rooms? 
12. Do you think y ou can talk any lo uder in the hallway wh en 
classes are going on? 
13. Do»you think the US feels as though we're in a bad episode 
of Survivor? 
14. So,  you think you're graduating in May? 
15. Are my classrooms getting bigger or are there now just 
Jess people in them? 
16. Wouldn't it  be great if  Holly wood made a Friday the 13 , h  
Part 8: Jason goes to GW law School? 
17. Who is sti l l  dum b enough to eat their trick or treat candy 
without f irs t checking it  out? 
18. When is Christmas Bre ak? 
19. Why are there big ch unks of street missing on 20 t h  
Street? 
20.Do you think the cart lady o f f e r s  catering services? 
Partisanship before 9/11 
Partisanship after 9/11 
By Gualberto Garcia Jones 
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Students concerned with Bio-Terror 
BV GUAL BERTO GAR CIA JONES 
Staff Writer 
In a sample survey of GW law stu­
dents, 92% believed there is a real threat of 
bio-terrorism, and 85% thought that the 
United States is not prepared to respond to 
a bio-terrorist threat. 
Questions of whether further terror­
ist attacks on the United States are likely 
are beginning to seem moot as new cases 
of anthrax appear on the headlines of news­
papers every day. The fact that President 
Bush can boast of the highest approval rat­
ing in the history of polls is an indication 
of the seriousness of the threat and the un­
wavering resolve to oppose terrorism. Most 
Americans support military action in Af­
ghanistan, and a great majority support 
sending in ground troops, according to a 
recent ABC News poll. Yet, we understand 
that American military action will undoubt­
edly only heighten the resolve of these ter­
rorists. We are now in the uncomfortable 
situation of so many generations of Ameri­
cans before us; we are being called to pay 
the price of liberty. 
A student responded to the survey 
question of whether he felt especially sus­
ceptible to terrorist attacks in DC by quot­
ing Thomas Jefferson's famous maxim that 
"the price of freedom is eternal vigilance." 
But how do we defend freedom without in­
juring personal liberty? GW law students 
seem to answer in the same way that lead­
ers such as Mayor Giuliani and President 
Bush are answering; 95% of those surveyed 
stated that their decision to attend this Law 
School is unshaken by the terrorist threat 
even though 90% believed DC was an ex­
ceptionally likely target. 
Safety in the metro is an important 
issue for students. GW law students feel 
vulnerable in the metro; 92% of those sur­
veyed felt that the metro is not equipped to 
handle a bio-terrorist attack. The reality of 
a threat is clear. Concerns are echoed by 
the president, the FBI, national public opin­
ion, and our own student body. However, 
while the likelihood of more attacks is very 
high, many students doubt whether the ter­
rorists have the capability to launch mass 
biological terrorist attacks due to the inher­
ent technical difficulties. When asked if 
she thinks there is a threat of biological and/ 
or chemical terrorism, Eflfie Aquila, a 1L 
student said, "I don't discount the possibil­
ity, but I question the feasibility of a mas­
sive bio-terrorist attack." However, when 
asked whether a biological or chemical at­
tack would be harder to carry out than the 
synchronized hijackings of Sept. 11 th, 60% 
of those surveyed said it wouldn 't. One stu­
dent said, "A biological or chemical attack 
would be easier than the synchronized 
hijackings. In the Tokyo metro, a group 
which was not even militarily trained car­
ried out the serine gas attacks." 
There are substantial barriers to car­
rying out a biological or chemical attack. 
The first is obtaining the pathogen. While 
it is very difficult to obtain these pathogens 
currently, pharmaceutical companies were 
selling salmonella, anthrax, and botulinum 
strains to Baghdad University as recently 
as 1986. The access to chemical weapons 
should be unquestioned after Aum 
Shinrikyo released anthrax and botulinum 
around Tokyo up to a dozen times. Accord­
ing to New York Times reporter Judith 
Miller, as recently as 1988 pharmaceutical 
companies sold anthrax to the Iraqi minis­
try of trade. Many of the^S deadly patho­
gens may also be obtained from natural 
existing sources; botulinum and anthrax 
can be obtained from naturally contami­
nated soil or livestock, and bubonic plague 
can also be harvested from nature. Old 
Soviet Union States like Kazakhstan have 
poorly guarded research centers, which 
house anthrax cholera and bubonic plague. 
According to a Newsweek article, 
Kazakhstan lab director Bakhyl Akshabar 
recently said, "We've put up bars and doors 
and strengthened security. Of course, be­
fore, things were not so well controlled. 
People got in." Smallpox is harder to ob­
tain. After the eradication of the disease 
the only official repositories of the disease 
are in the U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta, and in Koltsovo, 
Russia. Both of these are well secured, but 
there is also suspicion by the CIA which in 
1998 released a classified report that con­
cluded that clandestine stocks of smallpox 
remain in North Korea, Iraq, China, Cuba, 
India, Iran, and Israel. Clearly, given the 
funds of these terrorists, obtaining the 
pathogens is feasible. 
Fortunately these pathogens still must 
be weaponized before they can be used as a 
weapon of mass destruction. Aum 
Shinrikyo spread botulinum into the streets 
of Tokyo u sing a truck with compression 
vents and nobody died. Anthrax is not con­
tagious, and as such, it must be inhaled or 
brought in contact with the skin before it is 
harmful to humans. The process of turn­
ing the anthrax spore into inhaleable pow­
der is one which scientists describe as dif­
ficult. Unfortunately the supply of exper­
tise is not small, especially due to the many 
highly trained scientist unemployed after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. As we 
learn of new anthrax attacks carried out 
through the mail every day, it is evident that 
somebody has the supply and technology 
to cany out attacks on a small scale. 
For a biological or chemical attack 
to be as deadly as the attacks of September 
11 th the pathogens or chemicals have to be 
The Courage of One 
•  
Law school is an atmosphere condu­
cive to discussions. In most of our classes 
we are encouraged to express our opinion 
on various controversial topics - sometimes, 
back and forth discussions begin between 
students and professors. In most class­
rooms, however, these discussions do not 
reach their full potential. How many of you 
have ever discussed an issue in which ev­
ery one in the classroom was in agreement? 
Most people think a consensus is a good # 
thing, but it can also result in a terrible • 
situation. In an atmosphere of political # 
correctness, we all end up being the los­
ers. 
Many students have developed a 
strange habit of keeping their ideas to 
themselves. These students tend to be the 
ones with more "conservative" views. 
Think about it for a second. How many 
students have you heard denounce affirma­
tive action or the homosexual rights move­
ment in any of your classes? Strange isn't 
it. It is an interesting phenomenon consid­
ering that across America those issues and 
many others are the ones without a consen­
sus. So what makes this law school differ­
ent? 
For starters, the law school popula­
tion can only be described as "left of cen­
ter." This fact alone, however, does not 
fully explain what goes on in classrooms 
throughout the building. The classrooms 
have been overrun with political correct­
ness. Although some students may feel pas­
sionately about a given issue, it is difficult 
for them to rise up and share their views if 
it happens to conflict with the class con­
sensus. This situation bares an eerie re­
semblance to debates in the South in the 
1940s and 1950s where students who be­
lieved in integration remained silent in their 
classes. 
FROM IN/IDE 
HER/H FIELD'/ HEAD 
BY M ARK HER/HFIELD 
• • • • • • •  
. • • Po-
l i t i c a l  " f a s c i s m "  t o  
the left is not better then political "fascism" 
to the right. 
A discussion without conflicting 
views is simply not a discussion. When stu­
dents are afraid to express their views, be­
cause they may "oflend" someone, they are 
doing the entire class a disservice. How 
can we as future lawyers continue to think 
that we only need to hear one side of an 
issue? To completely evaluate an issue, we 
need to hear both sides. If one voice is 
muzzled, then the education process is noth­
ing but a f ailure. 
It is time that students stand up to 
the dominant "political correctness" attitude 
at this institution. There is nothing wrong 
with having a different view than someone 
else. There is no such thing as a right or 
wrong answer to any given issue. Each 
opinion is entitled its day in the market 
place of ideas. In the end, one view may 
win the hearts and minds of a greater num­
ber - but that doesn't make it the right one. 
Tolerance is a word frequently used 
by members of the political "left." The 
closer you look at these individuals, 
• though, the less tolerance you see. Tol 
* erance does not only mean tolerance for 
• "select groups," but i t means tolerance 
* for all. Take for example MTV. They 
• constantly preach tolerance on their com­
mercials, but for whose views? The sta­
tion pretty much labels individuals with 
views right-of-center as being racists, mi­
sogynists or homophobic. Intelligent people 
can hold well-stated diverse views on all 
issues; a truly tolerant view would accept 
that. Tolerance means extending a hand to 
a person with different views, as opposed 
to a nasty glare. Tolerance means having a 
polite discussion with your classmate as op­
posed to dr owning it out with name-call­
ing. Only after we begin to respect each 
other, can we respect ourselves. Without a 
free and open debate law school is mean­
ingless. So don't be afraid to speak out for 
what you believe in - at least I will respect 
you for that. 
effectively dispersed. Dr. Jessica Jones 
Carson, an infectious disease expert from 
the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center, believes that our water supplies are 
safe by the fact that the purification pro­
cesses eradicate these pathogens. However 
Dr. Jones Carson expressed concern over 
the possibility of the introduction of patho­
gens which are contagious via a suicide 
pathogen carrier. Most pathogens that are 
contagious have vaccines. Smallpox vac­
cines had been discontinued since the eradi­
cation of the disease but the vaccine is still 
available and maybe we should consider 
beginning to vaccinate ourselves against 
smallpox again. 
Aside from contagious diseases, the 
scale of a biological or chemical attack is 
likely to be small, focusing on specific tar­
gets. The possibility of delivering anthrax 
by a low flying crop duster is small. The 
first difficulty is pressurizing the pathogen, 
the second is avoiding the UV radiation of 
the sun that destroys anthrax, and the third 
is actually getting close to a metropolitan 
area in a crop duster undetected. 
The possibility of dispersal of anthrax 
in the metro is plausible, and the authori­
ties should treat it as such. 92% of the GW 
Law school students surveyed believed that 
the metro isn't prepared to handle a bio­
logical or chemical attack and yet 90% of 
students would not let terrorism change 
their decision to attend the George Wash­
ington University Law School. GW law 
students are exemplary of the nation's re­
luctance to be terrorized. Knowledge of the 
existence of terrorist threats wiVV undoubt­
edly change our lives, but in the true spirit 
of this great nation we will continue to com­
bat the dark forces of terrorism with our 
most valuable national asset - freedom. 
HEALTH FROM 
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them at 8:30AM ... I got an appointment 
and now I am done [10:15AM]." Eric 
Losick, a 2nd year law student, on the other 
hand, said that, "[the health services] could 
be more consumer friendly." He pointed 
out that on several occasions he has, "shown 
up for a 9:30AM appointment and waited 
until 10:30AM," only to wait longer for a 
referral. 
In the wake of the recent terrorist at­
tacks many students may be concerned with 
how Student Health Service has responded. 
According to Goldenberg, "since Septem­
ber 11th we have received lots of phone calls 
from students and their parents." The Stu­
dent Health Services has recently received 
training on how to treat anthrax and they 
have been receiving directions from the 
CDC concerning how to report potential 
cases of suspicious infections. 
The Student Health Services is just 
one component of the University's response 
team to terrorism, according to Goldenberg. 
At the present time, she cautions students 
not to overreact to the current situation, but 
to be aware that the health center is there 
for them. "Biological terrorism is a fact. 
It's a very focused attack though ... for regu­
lar law students. Be aware of your sur­
roundings and cautious, [but] you don't 
have to be in a panic, [anthrax] has been 
around for a long time ... there are antibi­
otics for anthrax." 
Students that wish to take advantage 
of the Student Health Services can visit their 
website, which is accessible from the GW 
University homepage or call for additional 
information 
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STUDENTS AND 
STAFF SQUARE 
OFF IN SOCCER 
Bv TASHIBA MO NIQUE JONES 
Editor-in-Ch ief 
On a breezy, but beautiful Wednesday evening mem­
bers of the GW faculty and student body met at the corner 
of 23rd and Constitution. Clad in sweat shirts, shorts, and 
tennis shoes the group was ready for battle - not with one 
another, but against each other. They were going to play 
soccer. 
Three professors and 11 students showed up to play 
in the faculty/staflf-law student soccer game. Ideally, the 
faculty team was expected to play against the student team, 
but due to a poor turnout by faculty and staff there were 
not enough professors to make up a team. Thus, both teams 
were blended with students and faculty members, distin­
guished only as "dark shirts" versus "light shirts." 
Before the teams were selected, a playfully competi­
tive edge filled the air. Melinda Vaughn, a 3L stated that 
while it was her first appearance at a faculty/student match, 
she was " 100% confident that the students will win." Like­
wise, Visiting Professor Peter Swire admitted that it was 
his "first time playing against students," but confidently 
spoke on behalf of the faculty maintaining that "we win 
just by showing up." 3L Brian Williams remarked, "I'm 
out here to compete and who better to compete against 
than professors?" Recognizing the unique opportunity the 
match presented, Williams also commented, "There are 
very few opportunities to take cheap shots against profes­
sors." 
Unsurprisingly, those who did turn out for the game 
were either athletically inclined or had some history play­
ing soccer - which made for a very interesting and close 
game. Elise Schwarz, a 3L, currently plays on the women's 
team and proudly asserted that they "won every game." 
Williams also admitted "I used to play until I got to high 
school." Certainly, the students were not the only ones to 
show fancy footwork on the field. The faculty and staff 
was ably represented by international-class players Mary 
Cheh (who scored a goal for her team!), Peter Swire, and 
Alberto Benitez. 
The highlight of the game occurred when Benitez 
fell face-down-first into the grass with a cramp in his left 
calf. That led to the game ending five minutes early, with 
a score of 5-4 in favor of the "dark shirt" team. 
Professor Benitez and student Isabel Hidrobo (who 
played despite a broken arm) were the organizers for this 
year's faculty/staff-law student game. Benitez feels that 
this game and others like it are an opportunity to "develop 
good relationships between faculty and students. It's a 
change of pace and here were have the chance to get to 
know each other." Benitez did appear disappointed in the 
low faculty turnout, asking "why didn't more professors 
and staff show up?" All in all, the players seemed to enjoy 
the game and the opportunity it presented to meet new 
people and reacquaint themselves with the game of soccer. 
Benitez and Hidrobo both plan to organize another 
game in the spring. 
The discussion involved the effects of the terrorist attacks of September II on civil liberties and public safety 
in the United States. The pane! included Arthur Spitzer (podium), Legal Director of the ACLU National 
Capital Area, Amitai Etzioni (left) director of GIV's Institute for Communitarian Policy Studies, Professor 
Mary Cheh (right), and Professor Elyce Zenoff (not pictured). 
"When a matt opens tear 
door for his wife, Ws either 
a new car or a new wife. " 
Prince PhUHp 
Duke of Edinb urgh 
On October 15, GW Law hosted a Forum on Civil 
Liberties in the Post September 11 World 
Crossword 
Crossword Answer on Page 11 
Crossword 101 
" You Auto Know" Ed c'""y 
37 Take OUt 
33 Bargain 
40 Comedy 
41 Carbonated drink 
43 Invalidated 
44 Coiffeur's specialty 
46 Stingy 
471975 Wimbledon champ 
48 Refuse to budge 
49 Undeflted 
50 Read quickly 
52 Herring relative 
53 Identical 
55 Small quantity 
56 Brew 
57 Kosh 
By GFRAssociates E-Mail: EDC9432@aolxom 
Mail: GFR, P.O. Box 461, Schenectady, NY 12301 
ACROSS 
1 Unflappable 
5 Ship of the desert 
10 Rights org.. 
14 Friendly nation 
15 Like an old woman 
16 Word before stream 
or dish 
17 Tak e the bus 
18 Auto 
2 0 Angeles 
21 Phone part 
22 Kind of foot ball 
23 Mexican Indians 
25 Muck's vehicle 
27 More sluggish 
29 Willy Loman 
33 Tramps 
34 Havana forpne 
35 Mr. Gershwin 
36 Riant part 
37 City slickers 
33 Comes between root 
and leaf 
39 Chum 
40 Got by 
41 Hindu social system 
42 Raises in rank 
44 More hallowed 
45 Minerals 
46 Bradhara:Pepsi 
. founder 
47 Jelly garnish 
50 Follower of All 
51 Arizona and Missouri 
lead Ins 
54 Auto 
57 Employee safety law 
58 Mad Hatter for one 
59 Homer's story 
60 Fake 
61 Ogled 
62 Beat 
63 Conceal 
DOWN 
10lympian Lewis 
2 Stew with chickpeas 
3 Auto 
4 Soap ingredient 
5 Delicacy 
6 Old World buffaloes 
7 Factory, e.g. 
8 Moose relative 
9 Mary Ford's partner 
10 Stings. • 
11 Congressional worker 
12 Heir 
13 O'NeOI's Christie 
19 Precedes thin 
21 Coloring materials 
24 Truant 
25 Blew up 
26 Pitiful word 
27 Form 
28 Military contractor 
29 Flanks 
30 Auto 
31 Mountain ridge 
32 Christener 
34 Remedies 
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IMF staff. 
Although the deal has not yet been 
finalized, Chong So plans to relocate Soho 
one block down the street to the building 
next to CVS on the corner of 19th and Penn­
sylvania. If p lans go according to sched­
ule, So expects to reopen next year some­
time during the spring. Given the short 
distance between the current location and 
the anticipated new site, Chong So does not 
"expect business to change at all." In fact, 
the bigger building spanning over 8,000 
square feet may accommodate more custom­
ers for Soho Cafe Market. 
Overall, students do not seem to be 
affected by news that Soho will be closing 
its doors in less than 2 weeks. Jala Louis-
Fernand, a 3L and regular customer of Soho 
stated, "I'm not into sandwiches and 
burgers and Soho was one of the few places 
to offer hot food. But I can't say I enjoyed 
the food." Jala remarked, "I went there 
because there are so few options for any­
where else to go." One Ls Shawnte Mitchell 
and Michelle Thomas were eating lunch at 
Soho when asked to respond to news that 
Soho would be relocating. "Honestly, it 
does not affect me. I don't really eat here," 
Mitchell maintained. Thomas remarked, 
"Walking across the street shouldn't be a 
problem. It shouldn't really matter." 
Accordingly, Chong So hopes that 
things do not change as a result of the move. 
As usual, he plans to keep his old custom­
ers and attract new ones while providing 
good food at a good price. As a testimony 
to that, Chong So asserts, "GW 10% dis­
count, the same thing!" 
Law Students in Dorms: A GW First 
BY SAM SC HNEIDER 
Staff Writer 
This year, for the first time in the his­
tory of George Washington University Law 
School, on campus housing has been made 
available to incoming students. According 
to the Law School's housing web site, "The 
entering class of 2001 is the first class of 
GW law students to be offered an opportu­
nity to live right in the midst of the action 
- both in Washington and in the Law 
School. For the first time in the Law 
School's 135-year history, we are pleased 
to be able to offer our students on-campus 
housing." 
According to the web site, the law 
school dorm, Francis Scott Key Hall , has 
space to house 155 students. However, this 
year the law school was only able to fill 
about 70 of the beds in the dorm with law 
students. "The university made the entire 
dorm available to us, and those were the 
number of people that signed up," said Tho­
mas Morrison, the Associate Dean for Ad­
ministrative Affairs. 
As a result, according to Renee 
DeVigne, the Associate Dean for Student 
Affairs, the university grouped the law stu­
dents mostly on three floors of t he build­
ing, and allowed undergraduates to fill in 
the remaining floors. "They tried to put in 
upper level students [in the remaining 
spaces]," she said. The one exception to 
the lack of demand was the response for 
the single beds, explained David Johnson, 
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs. Thus, 
he said, some law students assigned to 
single rooms are on floors with undergradu­
ate students. The dorm has eight single 
rooms in total. 
Although the law school initially 
wanted Key Hall to be for law school stu­
dents only, Akil Vohra, a 3L and the com­
munity facilitator for the building, feels that 
the eventual combination of law students 
and undergraduates has not been a prob­
lem. "This is a pretty quiet residence hall," 
he said. Vohra went on to add that the pri­
mary at traction of Key Hall, in his opin­
ion, was its location in relation to the law 
school. Key Hall is on 20th Street between 
F and G Streets. "You can't beat the con­
venience," he said. This idea was echoed 
by some of the students who live in Key 
Hall. "You are a block away from school," 
saidMikhaelle Shiappacasse, a 1L student. 
Rebecca Hamburg, also a 1L student, 
pointed out that Key Hall had conveniences 
in addition to its location. "It saved me the 
time from having to come out to a place I 
didn't know [to look for an apartment]," 
she said. Luciana Melo, a 1L student also 
pointed out then when first coming to this 
area, "you do not know the areas which are 
good to live in, and which are bad." 
Key Hall life has also helped first year 
students form a social circle beyond the 
classroom setting. "I think it helped con­
siderably on that first day of orientation 
when we all knew each other already," said 
Katherine Nussbaum, a 1L. "You get to 
know people from another section," said 1L 
Emily Metcalfe. Students, however, men­
tioned that there are some inconveniences 
to Key Hall life. "I got my mail faster when 
I lived in Japan than I do here - when I get 
it at all, that is. I had to have a credit card 
sent to me three times before I received it," 
said 1L Christina Wilkes. 
A studio in Key Hall costs $780 per 
month, which is suitable for one student. 
A double costs $710 per student per month, 
and a suite for three roommates costs $710 
per student per month. The price may be 
attractive to some students, but some Key 
residents said that the space allocated for 
two students is far too small. "I would say 
it does not get much smaller for two 
people," said Metcalfe, in describing her 
room, which she shares with Melo. 
Metcalfe and Melo each have a twin bed, a 
desk, and a desk chair. The room also has 
a kitchen, bathroom, and a closet. 
DeVigne said that despite the low 
demand and the small space, it was unlikely 
that the university or the law school would 
be able to offer some of this year's doubles 
as singles next year because of the demands 
on housing that the university must meet. 
"That makes it harder to convert double 
occupancy rooms to singles," she said. 
Currently, Key Ha ll is only open to 
first year law students, although that may 
be changed in the future. "We are in the 
process of looking [at opening the hall up 
to 2Ls and 3Ls]," said Johnson. "I know 
the law school is very interested in being 
able to provide the students with some sort 
of housing alternative." 
Some of the students currently living 
in Key Hall said that they would be inter­
ested in returning next year if possible. "I 
am actually kind of upset that I can't," said 
Nussbaum. Hamburg said that she was not 
particularly worried about looking for an 
apartment off campus for next year, but she 
added, "I do have to go do it." 
Some students expressed disappoint­
ment in Key Hall, and indicated that they 
would not be returning next year even if 
the space were made available to them. 
Wilkes said that she had experienced too 
many "hassles" with the dorm to want to 
come back. Plus, she added, one of the dis­
advantages in living so close to the law 
school was that she felt that she never left 
the immediate area. 
While the question of returning stu­
dents still remains unanswered, Johnson 
said that the Key Hall experience would 
continue in some form next year. "We do 
not consider it a failure," he said. "It's a 
first chance." Both Johnson and DeVigne 
indicated that a survey asking students 
about the positives and negatives of life in 
a dorm is possible in the future in order to 
help determine what involvement Key Hall 
should have with the law school next year. 
Gridlock: High Housing Costs Lead 
to Long Commutes for Students 
BY BRANDON Moss 
Staff Writer 
"The next stop is Foggy Bottom-The George Wash­
ington University, doors opening on your left." This is a 
familiar line to GW law students, a large portion of which 
commute to school on a daily basis. Given the fact that 
rents in Foggy Bottom are constantly on the rise, with rent 
for an efficiency apartment approaching $1000 a month, 
many law students live far from the school, commuting to 
and from class each day. In general, rents in the suburban 
areas are cheaper and more affordable for law students. 
Still, the question of how to get to school remains. 
As great as it might be to study just down the street 
from the White House, parking can become a nightmare. 
Parking garages can cost up to $10 a day, with the early ' 
bird special, and even then the spaces may fill up at the 
start of the morning. Several students' descriptions of the 
parking problems in the Foggy Bottom area pointed to the 
realization that sometimes the odds are more favorable for 
winning a car at a casino in Atlantic City than for getting 
a spot on the street, especially during the day and early 
evening. 
Matt Luby, a 2L, "drive[s[ to school one night a week 
because parking is awful." In fact, Luby already has re­
ceived a $50 parking ticket for parking in an HOV desig­
nated lane (during the mornings and late afternoons one 
lane of the street becomes a no parking zone). Failure to 
pay a ticket within two weeks can lead to a doubling of the 
fine. There are also certain designated areas that are ac­
companied with $100 fines for illegal parking. For those 
students not interested in driving, but not near a Metrorail, 
one option is to ride the Metrobus. The fare for the 
Metrobus is as cheap as the Metrorail ($1.10), although 
1L Mike Silver finds the buses to be les s reliable. Silver, 
who lives in Adams Morgan acknowledges that the buses 
are more direct, but "they don't come often." In fact, Sil­
ver said that he has often encountered the Metrobus arriv­
ing "25 minutes late" and has already been late to class a 
few times because of the Metrobus. 
Not surprisingly, riding Metrorail is one of the more 
popular means of getting to campus. Although Janet Sarver, 
a 2L, occasionally drives to school fo r an event, she said 
that she has faced "no problems in riding Metrorail." Sil­
ver, on the other hand though, finds that "it takes a lot of 
time" to get to school by Metrorail. Matt Rushing, a 2L, 
supports the idea of a student fare for riding the Metrorail, 
as an attempt to lower the cost of a daily commute to the 
law school. 
Even though rents in suburban areas and more dis­
tant parts of DC may be cheaper, this can be offset by the 
costs of commuting. There are other alternatives though. 
For Rachel Cruz, a 1L, her commute to the law school 
consists often blocks." Rather than sitting in a crowded 
railcar, she cites the benefits of walking in a "dry and warm" 
climate to and from class. By foot, bus, train, or car, law 
students nonetheless tend to find their way to class. 
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THE BIG QUESTION:
WHICH BEN & JERR Y'S ICE CREAM FLAVOR BEST 
SCRIBES YOU AND WHY? 
DE-
'Neopolitan because it's a little bit of everything 
all rolled up in o ne." Jocelyn Stotts, 1L (r ight) 
"Rocky Roa d because it has the hard chunks and 
soft marshmallows." Sara Towles, 1L (center) 
"White Mint Chocolate Chip b ecause it's not 
fake, it's the real thing. It's not green. It's 
natural." Melissa Kaps, 1L (left) 
"Cool Britannia because it sounds good." 
Sarah Brown, 2L ( left) 
"New York Superfudge Chunk be cause Sarah 
said so." Erica Barber, 2L (right) 
"Rainbow Sherbet 
because it satisfies 
ALL de sires, flavors, 
corners of the 
mouth, taste buds. 
It hits everything. 
There's something 
for everybody." 
Tamara Binns, 2L 
"Chunky Monkey 
because I'm a bit , | 
overweight and 
people say I look 
like Curious 
George." Adler 4, 
Bernard, 3L 
"Cherry Garcia because 
I'm a Mexican virgin ." 
Dustin Allison, 3L 
"Chocolate. It comes from 
cocoa leaves and it's a nerve 
kind of thing and I'm a very 
nervous person. From th e 
cocoa leaves you unlo ck man y 
different ways of expression 
and t he ability to free your 
mind. You coul d either be 
cool or an uptight person with 
cocoa." Roland C. Grayson, 
Jr., Library Technician 
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Managing Your Career: Leadership and Teamwork are 
Key Skills in Government Work 
BY MARIANNA BLAG BURN, 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE 
CAREER DEV ELOPMENT 
OFFICE 
Savvy law students are aware that there are cultural 
differences between government work and the private sec­
tor. If asked to explain the differences, however, the an­
swer is routine to the point of mimicry: "The government 
is for those who cannot achieve elsewhere, and of course, 
the pay is below what I need to make." The prevailing 
myth remains that government is the place for the person 
not suited for the pressure of billable hours and the fre­
netic pace of the partnership track, code talk for "can't cut 
it." Let me dispel that myth at the onset! While it is a fact 
that few lLs come into the law with the idea of govern­
ment as a place to start their careers, advocacy is an im­
portant factor for them. The government therefore is worth 
exploring to support this interest. Undoubtedly, the flurry 
of the Fall Interview Program (FIP) in addition to the ever-
present debt load influences students in more entrepreneur­
ial directions. This is a phenomenon worth examining 
given the assumption that students at GW purposefully 
choose to attend law school in the premier city of advo­
cacy in America. Admittedly, the large law firm has a num­
ber of perks, including the big paycheck, the big paycheck, 
and the big paycheck. The slow drain on the life of an 
associate, however, remains the major drawback in this 
popularized work environment; many associates will seek 
a way out after the third year. Debt load, FEP, and stereo­
types aside, government is the perfect incubator for devel­
oping interpersonal and leadership skills, critical to long 
term success and satisfaction in a legal career. 
If you are willing to consider what will bring you 
long term satisfaction in your career, then it is important 
to set aside some of the more imposing social and cultural 
factors that often distract us from understanding what is 
really important to growth and leads to achievement and 
satisfaction. Put aside others' notions of success; for ex­
ample, the prestige of the big name firm, lunching regu­
larly at The Palm. For a moment, table the reality of hav­
ing to pay a monthly note soon after graduation. 
Think instead of the immense joy derived from en­
joying your colleagues, of learning what you need to know 
from seasoned attorneys who want you to be part of their 
team, and want you to succeed. You will not be expected 
to sit for long hours alone, researching and writing. Think 
of what it means to develop and influence public policy 
affecting thousands of people. Think about what it will be 
like to bring your intellectual capital to the table to ex­
plore complex and fascinating cases with the best legal 
minds and support that can be found anywhere. Think about 
developing skillful mediation techniques to bring a prob­
lem to resolution. Think about the si mple fact of repre­
senting the people of the United States and the absolute 
privilege of being an advocate for what you believe in on 
behalf of the public. What about using all of the skills you 
developed in law school and being respected for what you 
know? These are the factors that help to develop leader­
ship and interpersonal skills , attributes that lead to per­
sonal esteem and professional satisfaction over time. Fi­
nally, think about enjoying interests outside of work, mak­
ing $90K or higher after 5 years in so me agencies, and 
having an impact on the city where you live. Where else 
can you achieve so many goals? 
Federal, state and focal government offices have a 
multitude of opportunities in various offices for entry-level 
attorneys. Thousands of attorneys occupy positions and 
work to assist the judiciary, focus on enforcement issues, 
interpretation of rules, litigation, develop policy, mediate 
and influence as advocates. Research, written and oral 
communication skills, and analytical ability continue to 
be the cornerstone skills needed to be an excellent govern­
ment lawyer. In addition, self-confidence and a passion 
for your interests are important to gain the respect of your 
colleagues and succeed. 
So then, how does one prepare for a career in gov­
ernment if you are a 2L and still have time? More urgently, 
how does a 3L back track to his/her senses? And forlLs, 
how do you proactively pursue opportunities so that you 
can obtain long term career satisfaction? 
Career counselors in the CDO can help you to de­
velop an individual strategy, but I offer general advice for 
each year. 3L students should consider the Government 
Honors Programs; many of these Programs represent the 
only way an entry-level attorney can come into an agency. 
Hiring committees for agency offices will look at all levels 
of grades but want to see an interest in public service and 
at least one course in administrative law. Some agencies 
will accept applications on a rolling basis, others have Fall 
or Spring deadlines. For offices who do not hire from the 
agency Honor's Program, use the Carroll's Federal Direc­
tory to explore the organizational structure of the 14 cabi­
net level agencies and over 100 administrative agencies. 
Call the agency to ascertain how attorneys are brought 
into the office which interests you. 3Ls should also visit 
the Law School Clerkship office, Burns 303B, under the 
supervision of Lillian White, to obtain information on 
judges who are still seeking law clerks. 
2Ls students should consider a government intern­
ship during the Spring of their second year; they can cer­
tainly extend this option through the summer. This is an 
internship that can allow you to receive academic credit; 
arrangements can be made through our outside placement 
office, under the supervision of Mary Clark Brittingham. 
If you haven't worked for a federal agency before this point 
in your law school career, this is the perfect time to garner 
a body of knowledge in the federal regulatory process, the 
experience can only enhance your credentials for the fu­
ture. 
lLs should seriously examine their long term goals 
and also revisit the reasons they came to law school. Try 
to remain true to those reasons. Your first summer should 
be spent under the tutelage of an attorney, preferably in a 
government agency where you will be taught to take a 
team approach to problem solving and receive substantial 
legal research and writing assignments. You will learn first 
hand about the culture of the government work environ­
ment. After your second government experience in a dif­
ferent agency, then you can decide if the government is 
the right fit to start your career. Advice to all students: 
attend the Government Career Fair, sponsored by the Fed­
eral Bar in November( see notice in another section of this 
issue), attend the CDO sponsored Government Internship 
Fair in February of every year, apply to the GW/ 
Georgetown Government/Public Interest Fair in the Fall 
(held in February, also ). Work at more than one agency, 
each is unique and has nuances that may appeal to you. 
While working at a government agency, try to find attor­
neys who are really excited about their work; pepper them 
with your questions. I have yet to meet a government 
attorney who wasn't entirely enthusiastic and willing to 
talk in the greatest detail about what they are working on 
at the moment. You will notice, for the most part, a deep 
sense of satisfaction. More importantly, most will shrug 
and smile and say that looking back they made the right 
choice, although they might have loved to make the big 
paycheck early on. 
Pro Bono Fair Draws Big Crowd 
BY JIM LOVELACE, 
CDO CAREER COUNSE­
LOR/PUBLIC INTEREST 
LIAISON 
On Thursday, October 4, the Pro 
Bono Subcommittee of the Law School's 
Public Interest Committee kicked off the 
Law School's new Pro Bono Program by 
hosting a Pro Bono Fair in the Great Room 
of Burns Library. By all accounts, the Fair 
was a great success. 
In addition to brief opening remarks 
by Dean Trangsrud, Subcommittee faculty 
co-chairs Dean Karamanian and Professor 
Wilmarth, and DC Bar Pro Bono Program 
Director Maureen Syracuse, the many stu­
dents in attendance had the opportunity to 
meet with representatives from DC area 
organizations in need of law student vol­
unteers. These organizations were not dis­
appointed! Many students generously of­
fered their time to work with the various 
organizations. Organizations reporting 
high student sign-ups or interest included 
the Asian Pacific American Legal Resource 
Center; DC's Court-Appointed Special Ad­
vocate ("CASA") Program; DC Bar Health 
Law Community Outreach Project; DC Em­
ployment Justice Center; and GW Law 
School's student-run Street Law Program. 
Indeed, at least one organization's 
event was oversubscribed. Twenty-three 
students signed up to take part in "GW Day" 
at the DC Bar's Advice and Referral Clinic 
in SE Washington on Saturday, November 
10. Because of space constraints at the 
clinic, only eight students are needed to 
work with the GW faculty and staff mem­
bers who plan to be there (Dean Strand, 
Profs. Cheh, Lantz, Wilmarth, and the 
CDO's Jim Lovelace). Needless to say, the 
DC Bar was thrilled with the student re­
sponse. Because of the high student inter­
est, another "GW Day" has been planned 
for the second Saturday in January, which 
is January 12. Notably, these will be the 
first times that any law school has spon­
sored one of these clinics. 
It is not too late to sign up with the 
organizations who attended the Fair (as well 
as other organizations). In order that stu­
dents can leant easily about organizations 
looking for law student volunteers, the Law 
School's website (at http:// 
www. law. gwu.edu/pubint/oppor asp) now 
contains information about organizations 
and their needs. This webpage will be up­
dated as organizations' needs change and 
as the Subcommittee learns of new oppor­
tunities. 
Within the last week, copies of the 
Law School's new Pro Bono Program were 
placed in all students' boxes. (These mate­
rials will soon be on the Law School's 
website.) Under the new Program, students 
will receive recognition at graduation if, 
while attending law school, they perform 
60 hours or more of pro bono legal services 
to the poor, to organizations that serve the 
legal needs of the poor, or to non-profit or­
ganizations that serve the general public. 
Students who wish to participate in the Pro­
gram should sign and turn in a pledge form 
to the Pro Bono Subcommittee. (A box is 
located in the Records Office.) Toward the 
end of each semester, students should sub­
mit a log sheet listing the number of pro 
bono hours that they worked. The Subcom­
mittee will then keep a running tally of 
hours worked by the participating students. 
GW's new Pro Bono Program will 
soon be receiving attention within law 
schools around the country. In the next is­
sue of the American Association of Law 
Schools' Pro Bono Newsletter, there will be 
an article devoted to describing GW's new 
Program as well as the enthusiastic response 
of the GW Law School community. 
Students attending the fair seek information from organizations 
Spring, 2002 
McKenna & Cuneo 
f 
Government Contracts 
Moot Court Competition 
At least $1,500 in Prize Money 
All rounds argued before 
Federal Judges 
Final Round at the U.S. Court of Federal Claims 
Great networking opportunity 
Obtain 1 hour credit 
Post-Competition Reception at McKenna & Cuneo 
No Government Contracts experience required!!!! 
Don't forget to sign up 
when you register for classes next semester! 
For Information on the 2001 Competition, 
including the competition problem, judges, 
prize winners, etc. see 
http://www.law.gwu.edu/facweb/sschooner/comp-00.htm 
For more information, please contact: 
Jessica Tillipman 
(202) 328-8431, jtillipman@law.gwu.edu 
Chairman, McKenna & Cuneo Government Contracts 
Moot Court Competition 
or 
Professor Steve Schooner 
(202) 994-3037, sschooner@main.nlc.gwu.edu 
Library Research 
Sessions 
Fall 2001 
If you are interested in sharpening or 
extending your research skills, the Jacob 
Burns Law Library invites you to attend one 
or more of its Fall 2001 Library Research 
Sessions. Sessions 
will be taught by reference librarians, 
who will discuss and demonstrate a vari­
ety of print and electronic research sources. 
Enrollment for each of these classes 
is limited. Please use the sign up sheets 
at the Reference Desk on the first floor 
of the Library or send an e-mail mes­
sage to the instructor listed for the 
program(s) you wish to attend. If space 
limitations prevent you from attending a 
particular session, the Library will try to 
schedule a repeat of the program at a later 
date. 
Legal Research on the Web; 
Recommended Web Sites and 
Search Engines 
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2001 
Time: 3-4pm 
Location: S304 
Instructor: Todd Melnick, Ref­
erence Librarian, 
tmelnick@burns . nlc . gwu. edu, 
and Germaine Leahy, Environ­
mental Law Research Librarian, 
gleahy@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
Finding Foreign Intellectual 
Property Laws 
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2001 
Time: 4-5:15pm 
Location: SL110 
Instructor: Leonard Klein, 
Intellectual Property Librar­
ian, lklein@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
Researching Biotech Patent Law 
Date: Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2001 
Time: 4-5:15pm 
Location: SL110 
Instructor: Leonard Klein, 
Intellectual Property Librar­
ian, lklein@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
WRITE FOR NOTABENE! 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
OR ARTICLE TO NOTA BENE: 
Please put it on disk in WordPerfect format (MS Word Users use the SAVE AS 
functinon). All submissions for the next issue should be delivered to the Nota Bene 
box in the Record's Office by Thursday, October 18 at 5:00 p.m. 
Questions? 202-676-3879 or TJones@law.gwu.edu 
Nota Bene Tuesday, October 23, 2001 Page 11 
FEATURES 
Clinic Spotlight: the Small Business Clinic 
ELEANOR A. HUNT 
STUDENT DIRECTOR, JACO B BURNS COMMUNITY LEGA L 
CUNICS 
For the third consecutive year, the Small Business 
Clinic (SBC), instructed by Professor Susan Jones, is tak­
ing part in an effort to revitalize D.C.'s economy, neigh­
borhood-by-neighborhood. In collaboration with the D C. 
Bar Community Economic Development Pro Bono Project 
(D.C. Bar CED Pro Bono Project) and the North Capitol 
Neighborhood Development, Inc. (North Capitol CDC), 
SBC students are conducting legal interviews of small busi­
nesses located in the North Capital Neighborhood as part 
of the Small Business Neighborhood Clinic Project. 
Washington, D.C. is divided into 8 Wards. Over 
750 businesses are located in Wards 1, 2, 5 and 6 alone, 
which make up the North Capitol Neighborhood. Since 
1977, the SBC, which is the oldest small business legal 
clinic in the country, has taken part in filling the legal 
needs of the several hundreds of small businesses located 
in the D.C. area and this project is an extension of their 
services. "Many low- to moderate-income entrepreneurs 
start small businesses without adequate professional help," 
said Professor Jones. "The goal of the project is commu­
nity revitalization. Providing legal support to nonprofits 
and neighborhood businesses is a way to strengthen the 
community, taking into consideration the recognized high 
cost of legal services." 
"There are three components to the D.C. Bar CED 
Project," explained Professor Jones, who serves on The 
Bar's CED Advisory Committee. "The first is the CED 
Match Program, which provides legal counsel and assis­
tance to community development organizations by plac­
ing them with teams of transactional lawyers and law firms 
and thus providing them with pro bono general counsel 
legal assistance. The second program is the Neighbor­
hood CED Clinic and the third program provides legal 
education and information about CED law for participat­
ing lawyers." 
The D.C. Bar CED Pro Bono Project begins when 
the designated community development corporation (CDC) 
locates developing businesses that are seeking legal assis­
tance. The designated CDC for this year's project is the 
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North Capitol CDC. In past years, the SBC worked with 
Manna, the CDC of Columbia Heights and the CDC of 
Marshall Heights. This year, the North Capitol CDC pro­
vided the SBC with a dozen potential small business cli­
ents, including a deli, a hair salon, a nonprofit gay and 
lesbian educational organization and a nonprofit Aids In­
tervention Program. As a way to familiarize the SBC stu­
dents with the neighborhood the businesses are located in, 
the CDC took SBC students on a tour of the CDC service 
area. 
This year, 9 SBC students conducted 10 interviews. 
"If the business is already formed," said Patricia Thomp­
son, Student Director of the SBC for Spring 2000 & Fall 
2001, "then typically the interviews take place in-person 
at the business' office." As a part of the interviewing pro­
cess, SBC students screen potential clients to make sure 
they have legitimate transactional issues only and do not 
require litigation assistance, which the SBC and The DC 
Bar CED Project do not provide. During this process, SBC 
students also perform a variety of tasks, such as reviewing 
the corporate documents and contracts of a start-up busi­
ness and reviewing lease documents "Through the Project, 
I think students learn how to spot transactional legal is­
sues," said Patricia Thompson. "Students also learn to be 
good client interviewers. It's a snowball effect. You ini ­
tially think the person just wants their business to be in­
corporated, but when you analyze the case, you learn that 
the legal issues consist of more than just incorporation. 
There are intellectual property, contract and other issues 
as well." 
After the interviews are conducted, SBC students 
write legal intake memos about their interview, which they 
send to the D.C. Bar CED Pro Bono Project Coordinator 
for follow-up by an attorney. "Our goal is to take top flight 
corporate legal services to neighborhoods that may have 
been bypassed heretofore and to make those services avail­
able that these organizations cannot afford to go into the 
market place and buy, but would greatly benefit from," 
said Deborah Austin, Esquire, Project Coordinator for the 
D.C. Bar CED Pro Bono Project. "The other goal is to 
involve members of the bar in the community in which 
they work." 
T h e  
Project Coordi­
nator distributes 
the memos writ­
ten by SBC stu­
dents to differ­
ent firms in the 
D.C. area. "I 
have a network 
of 86 firms, rep­
resenting over 
1000 attorneys 
that I send the 
memos of these 
clients to," said 
Deborah Aus-
transactional, real estate, or tax attorneys, who want to do 
pro bono work but don't want to go to court. I try to make 
matches between clients and their issues and the attorneys 
who are volunteering." The attorneys read the memos and 
decide which businesses they are able to assist. This year, 
the entire Project culminates on October 18th, "Clinic 
Night," with a meeting of the accepted client, the SBC 
student and the transactional pro bono attorney. "During 
this meeting, the student acts as a facilitator," remarked 
Patricia Thompson. "At this time, the SBC role ends and 
the attorney client relationship begins." 
During the course of their participation in the project, 
as well as in the SBC, students are provided with the chance 
to learn and develop several legal skills. "The goals for 
my students are several-fold," said Professor Jones. "First, 
to provide them with additional exposure to interviewing 
and counseling clients and second, students are able to 
gain a first hand perspective on the need for legal services 
in communities and the need for transactional lawyers to 
provide legal assistance to low-income communities." The 
students work on this project in addition to cases assigned 
to them as student attorneys through the SBC interview 
intake process. 
"The Project runs smoothly and is really good learn­
ing experience," said Patricia Thompson. "Professor Jones 
encourages students to develop lawyering judgment in de­
termining whether a client is suitable for receiving this 
service, as students take into consideration whether the 
client will understand the value of the legal services they 
will be receiving and whether the client will be diligent in 
working with their attorney." 
"It's a rewarding experience, applying my legal 
knowledge for people trying to make a better living with 
their means," said current SBC student, Randall Lee. "A 
lot of positive energy flows from the client meetings." 
There are several beneficiaries of this project besides 
SBC students. "The impact on the D.C. community has 
been pretty positive," said Deborah Austin. "The lawyers 
negotiate leases, help increase the battle for power between 
commercial lessors and lessees, review contracts and help 
to negotiate contracts. Having the attorney to sit there and 
go over with 
them the for­
malities of be­
ing a corpora­
tion as opposed 
to them just 
having an idea 
of what it is, 
provides them 
with real solid 
advice on not 
only how to set 
up their busi­
ness, but how to 
maintain it once 
it's been orga­
nized." 
tin. I target Director of the North Capitol Neighborhood CDC speaks to SBC students and 
a w v e r s  w h o  - attorneys involved in the DC Bar CED Pro Bono Project at the Project Orientation. 
are corporate, JL 
Dear Bill & Ted, 
I'm a 1L, and a couple of my friends 
have started outlining already. What IS 
outlining? Are they jumping the gun, or 
am I already falling behind? 
-Looking over my shoulder 
Bill: Dude, outlining sucks, drinking 
beer is much more productive. Maybe you 
should do what I did, two years ago, when 
I was a mere peon like yourself. I just sa t 
on my lazy butt and copied Ted's outlines. 
First, you need to find a loser like Ted (pref­
erably smart, thanks for the outlines loser, 
straight C's). Become their friend, maybe 
hook them up with some chics, hang out 
with them, make them think you actually 
like them. Then move in for the kill. Ask 
them to come over and study and tell them 
that you "conveniently" forgot to bring 
along your outline. Then ask them if you 
can make a quick copy of theirs and bang 
you are in business. Why do something 
yourself, when someone else will do it for 
you? It's the American way dude. By the 
Bill & Ted's Excellent Advice 
way, why are you even thinking about out­
lining you loser? It's only October dude! 
Last time I checked finals aren't until De­
cember. Only losers like Ted start outline 
this early. Relax, dude, you got tons of time 
to goof off. What ever you do don't let stu­
pid outlining take away from what's impor­
tant in your life, like that bottle of Jim Bean 
that you refer to as your girlfriend (we have 
all heard the story, everyone knows how 
much of a loser you are). On second 
thought, you could be really brave and do 
what I did and don't take an outline into 
the final. Let it fly, free as a bird. Just go in 
and wing it. How important is a final any­
way? How many unemployed lawyer-dudes 
do you k now? So, whatever you do don't 
follow Ted's advice man. He's gonna tell to 
you to be like the rest of the losers, but my 
advice will make you cool. Stick with me 
and one day you too can be a manager at 
vour local McDonalds. 
Ted. That's a pretty heavy question, 
dude. First, DO NOT LISTEN TO BILL! 
If you do, you'll have a great future at your 
local 7-11. And we all know that will help 
to pay off your loans. Yeah. Sure. 
Outlining is the process of taking 
everything from the entire semester, and 
putting it in to a form you can use to study 
for the exam. Remember, you don't need 
to put every word the professor said in your 
outline. The key is distill out the process 
and rules to analyzing legal problems, and 
then to organize topics in a way that will 
be familiar to you and will make sense. This 
is especially important if your exam, like 
most, will be open book and open note. You 
will not have time to be poring over cases 
at the exam, so your outline had better cover 
the rules. 
As for if you should be outlining now, 
that's something you'll have to decide for 
yourself. I personally don't start outlining 
until the last couple of weeks of school, 
but that's so that I can see the structure 
of the whole course, and how each topic 
fits into the analysis of an exam question. 
You should take into account whether the 
exam is open book or closed book, whether 
you'll be able to take the outline in with 
you, and how long you expect the outline 
to be. If it 's going to be in excess of 100 
pages (and believe me, sonic of you will 
have outlines that big or bigger...), you may 
want to start outlining soon, because you'll 
need that much time to learn where every­
thing is in the outline. 
One more thing: If you do get an 
outline from someone else like Bill suggests, 
READ IT BEFORE THE EXAM (That 
would explain Bill's problems...). Other­
wise, it won't help you at all. You'll be 
wasting precious exam time trying to find 
the test for minimum contacts in your bor­
rowed outline while other students are con­
cluding that the plaintiff is out of luck and 
moving on to the next question. 
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